4L CARRYING FIRE WOOD TO SAVE THE
DEVOTEE NAMED BANABBADRA

During the reign of Varaguna Pandya,
Yemanathan, a musician of great repute and an  expert
in playing the stringed instrument called "Yaazh" came
to Madurai from the north. He played the instrument in
the king's court. Consequently, Yemanathan became
arrogant and proud. The king who did not like this, asked
another court musician called Banabhadra whether he
could challange Yemanathan and excel him. He humbly
proposed to do so and a date was fixed for the contest.
That^d^y, Banabhadra, the court  musician heard the
disciples of Yemanathan sing and, judging by the
standards displayed by them, became worried if he could
beat their master. Being a pious man and devotee of
Lord Siva, he prayed unto Lord Somasundareswara for
success in the contest.

That day, Lord Somasundareswara took the
form of an old and emaciated   seller of firewood
dressed in rags and wearing wornout shoes. He had
hung over his shoulders the "Yaazh" instrument put in
an old cover. H$ arrived at the door of Yemanathan that
evening. Keeping the load of firewood on his head, he
played his instrument, on the outer yard of Yemanathan's
house. Yemanathan was struck with the excellence of
the music played and m^de enquires about him. The
Lord told him that he wanted to be a pupil of Banabhadra
in music but the latter had rejected him as being too old
and ineligible. Hence he had to seek other means of
livelihood and became a seller of firewood. Yemanathan